
Nahusha and Yudhishthara – Ajagara Parva Yudhishthara on Caste 

. 

.. 

This series represents actual stories from Mahabharata which showcase an aspect 

or quality in Mahabharata. I have just used some modern terms in vogue and 

discourse. Like true test as Shibboleth. 

. 

.. 

Scene: Pandavas in Vanavasa end of 11th year and settling down in Vishakhayupa 

forest on Sarasavati bank. 

. 

.. 

Time: Vanavasa, Just few weeks after the return of Arjuna. This takes place before 

the 11th monsoon and Krishna and Marakandeya’s return to meet Pandavas again. 

. 

.. 

Place: Vishakhayupa forest 

. 

.. 

Serpent in the Garden 

. 

.. 

Pandavas had recently moved south from the High Himalayas and reached the 

place where Yamuna emerges and then took residence in Vishakhayupa forest on 

the Sarasvati banks (the region between Yamuna and Sarasvati sources most likely 

this is in the Modern Kinnaur district of Himachal or just across the modern border 

in Tibet). 

. 

.. 

The beautiful forest was full of dangerous animals and Bhima starting going on 

longer hunting expeditions. Yudhishthara advised Bhima to expand his hunting and 

not limit it to one region to depopulate that of animals. All animals even the violent 

ones have a place in the eco-system and the ecology of the nature.  

. 

.. 

A portion of this region has turned to desert (which supports that this was inside 

Tibet border district now, the old Guge region) and many wild animals and 

serpents abounded in that region. 

. 



.. 

(As an aside, in the actual region from the Jammu border to the Nepal Deoti region 

soon going to a state in Nepal, there are 34000 temples to Pandavas with 1600 

maintained by State!!  

And one of major legends and semi-Epics in this region is the union of family of 

Bali Maharaj and Pandavas lead by Yudhishthara. This is buttressed by emphasis 

on Bana Raja as son-in-law to Bhima. The old religion of the region still practiced 

by few is called Bon religion. And the local mountain legends connecting 

Pandavas to Bana Raja or Bon Raja may be stories that housed the common source 

of Hinduism and Bon religion. I have separate article on that!). 

. 

.. 

… 

On his walkabouts, Bhima would stop by various Rishi and Sidhha Ashramas 

served by Apsaras and removed the threat of wild animals from their neighborhood 

on the request of the said rishis.  

. 

One day when Bhima was scaring away huge serpents, who lived in mountain 

caves with his roars, he chanced upon a huge lonely serpent in a small enclosed 

valley. 

. 

.. 

The mouth of serpent was the size of a cave mouth and body almost dwarfed the 

Hill he was lying by. When Bhima saw him, Serpent moved very fast and 

imprisoned Bhima in his coils. More Bhima struggled, less he was able to move. 

Soon, he was totally immobile. 

. 

.. 

Bhima surprised at the power of the serpent. He realized that the Serpent was 

divine in origin and asked asked the serpent, what sort of magic was this that he 

with strength of ten thousand elephants was so easily bested by you, however large 

you are. 

. 

.. 

Serpent replied “It is unfortunate but one of the boons I have is that whoever enters 

inside my territory, I can capture and eat. That power is with me in 6th prahara of 

the day and you happened to pass by at that very moment. I know that you are 

Bhima and it pains me to tell you that I am your ancestor Nahusha to whom, you 

and your brothers daily pray. I was the Great Indra and was brought down by lust 

for a woman. I am the all powerful Mahadeva’s great son-in-law. Unfortunately 



today you will be my meal because this is the only portion of day when I can hunt 

to sustain myself. I have gone many days without food.” 

. 

.. 

Bhima replied that “I am not afraid to die. But, at this point, I wish to live. My 

brothers may search high and low in these dangerous cliffs and may come to harm 

because of me. They are also dharmatama, I am the only one who always exhorts 

them to fight for our kingdom. I am not worried on that count, Arjuna, Nakula or 

Sahadeva can alone win back the throne and kill the scoundrels. I have valiant sons 

who will overshadow the glory of their father; that is my ardent wish. “ 

. 

.. 

“But my brothers are human. Without me, they will lose their enthusiasm for life 

and thus the kingdom. I am worried for my mother who will miss me dearly. Even 

my death, an action I may not have control over will cause her pain so I wish to 

avoid doing such an action.” 

. 

.. 

“Bhima, I know what you are doing. Thus engaged in conversation, you are 

whiling away time. Keeping my mind active in conversation you are controlling 

my primal animal nature, my reptile brain and thus waiting for this prahara to end. 

I have had not the company of human sound धण ्and that will be the means of your 

दन्व ्(going away escape).” 

. 

.. 

Thus keeping the Serpent engaged in conversation (note serpent told Bhima that 

his power lasts for 3 or 4 hours only), Bhima asked “By the way how did you come 

about this situation?” 

. 

.. 

The serpent then started talking about his past life to Bhima.  

. 

.. 

Meanwhile, seeing the bad omens, Yudhishthara’s sixth sense was prickled. He 

started worrying for his brother Bhima. 

. 

.. 

Yudhisthara asked Draupadi who informed him that Bhima had left as usual but 

gone for longer time (it is past 6’o clock now). Leaving Arjuna in command, 



Dhaumya and Yudhishthara retraced Bhima’s path which was easy as the path lay 

strewn with dangerous animals and broken trees. 

. 

.. 

Quickly reaching the same valley, they espied Bhima in the coils of the Serpent. 

. 

.. 

Serpent warned Yudhishthara and Dhaumya that should they step inside this 

valley, they will also be under the power of Ajagara and will become food.  

. 

.. 

Yudhishthara and Dhaumya boldly entered the valley and quickly learning the 

back story engaged the Serpent in conversation. 

. 

.. 

The Serpent refused any other food or blandishments offered by Yudhishthara. He 

again and again warned Dhaumya and Yudhishthara that by entering his realm, 

they are now his food for tomorrow.  

. 

.. 

He would give them a chance to leave. After much persuasion, he agreed to let 

Bhima go if Yudhishthara would answer his questions and continue the answers till 

the time elapses so that his reptile brain does not wake up. 

. 

.. 

Ajagara “What is the Brahmana and what is the foundation of his knowledge?” 

. 

.. 

Yudhishthara “Who practices Truth, charity, forgiveness, conduct, practices no 

cruelty, austerities and compassion is a Brahmin. The foundation is the Param 

Brahma itself free of both joy and pain.” 

. 

.. 

Serpent said “Param Brahma is helpful to all peoples. The characteristics you 

describe are also found in Sudras. How can something be beyond joy or pain, there 

is no such third state.” 

. 

.. 

Yudhishthara “ If a Sudra practices these guidelines and a Brahmin does not then 

that Shudra is not a Sudra and that Brahmin is not a Brahmin. Whoever whatever 



his birth status, inculcates these characteristics is a Brahmin and who does not is 

not a Brahmin. Veda padya is without both joy and sorrow and hence exists in that 

third state you did not include. ” 

. 

.. 

Serpent argued that “O King, what you are saying is that caste is meaningless. 

Birth status is meaningless.” 

.. 

.. 

Yudhishthara replied “An ideal society should move towards sammishrana, 

dissolving into a single mass. Love is without boundary, people should marry 

without caste restrictions, the speech is same now, the events in anyone’s lifecycle 

are same. Everyone should have rights to education and yagna. Everyone feels pain 

for same things and joy for same things, so this new SHRUTI caste “ye yajamhae” 

should be common to all (All will be yajamana or able to do yagnas). Thus, only 

way to differentiate people (those allowed to do Yagnas and those who are not) is 

by their actions, their practices. Acharana Conduct is the key not birth or status.” 

. 

.. 

… 

“A child is born innocent of all and with no knowledge, Father is Acharya and 

Mother is Savitri. As child had no knowledge, he is just a Sudra then (who is being 

denied that knowledge). We are all born as Sudras. Those when they acquire 

knowledge and study the Vedas and call themselves Brahmins, are they really that 

if they do not follow those Vedas, the conduct described in them. Education is also 

not a way too truly differentiate people. 

. 

.. 

… 

People with no education follow the precepts and truthful conduct. And those who 

studied Vedas for years may not. Only Actions are the true test. Satyagraha is thus 

the true shibboleth”. 

. 

.. 

“Who that follows truth (Satyaagrahi) is Brahmin. That is my contention and 

belief.” 

. 

.. 

The discussion should go on for some hours, the Prahara elapses. Lot of this 

discussion is covered in Geeta, Shanti and Anushasana Parva. The idea of 



Yudhishthara of a casteless society, from all according to their contribution and 

equal treatment to all is a very revolutionary concept for which not even current 

society is ready for. 

. 

.. 

Serpent is impressed “With thoughts like that, how can I eat your brother.” Then 

he freed Bhima. 

. 

.. 

Nahusha whose reptile brain had been the karmika or active and mansika shakti 

was dormant for so many years. He was overjoyed as the conversation and 

treatment of a serpent as an equal by humans woke up his human brain and he was 

freed from the curse. He prayed to Indra and waited for an aerial Vimana to take 

him away. 

. 

.. 

A relieved Yudhishthara then took the opportunity to pick the brains of the 

Serpent. “You are long lived and in this world, the knowledge and understanding 

of Nahusha is still celebrated. I too have some questions.” 

. 

.. 

So, this conversation goes on deep thoughts and simple solutions to the Id of the 

man. Nahusha describe the many routes and paths for the Satyagraha to be 

successful and prescribes that the path of Ahisma (Non-violence) is the true and 

tested route. 

. 

.. 

Many years later, a young lawyer and a social reformer would examine the actions 

of a rowdy day on the piers of Durban and the fortuitous intervention of a lady. He 

would examine that event and search the books of his and other religions for an 

insight for ten years. 

. 

.. 

One fine day, on way to Johannesburg to protest the new discriminatory law (on 

September 11 no less) he came across this section of Mahabharata and read and re-

read these Fifty One slokas a thousand times. Then he picked his pen and wrote the 

destiny of a billion people. He came up with a new name for this casteless caste of 

Yudhishthara (“Shruti”) and called it Harijana (people of god).  

. 

.. 



We are all Harijanas. He took the central tenets of Nahusha’s lecture, Ahimsa and 

absence of Arrogance as his mantras combining with the Satyagraha of 

Yudhishthara and wrote down a political action plan based on these precepts. That 

September 11 was followed by an August 15. 

. 

.. 

These three sections are Ajagara with its 51 verses; Mrigaswpana with 17 and then 

Arani with 238 verses.  

. 

One is three verses short of three times 18. Second is one verse short of 1 time 18, 

third is 14 verses short of 14 times 18. All three sections are 18 verses short of 18 

times 18. 

18 is the numerical representation of Dharma. The education of Dharmaraja is 

almost complete. 
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